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paper attempts to give a brief illustration of the major ideas on the origin of the progressive as we know it
today. A final conclusion will sum up central findings and try to articulate an opinion of its own based on the
inspected data. DENISON remarks that in Old English times constructions were used that consisted of two
elements: a form of the verb beon/wesan and a present participle (V(i)ende). Such syntagms strongly resemble
the progressive in its modern appearance. There are several opinions circulating, as far as the question is
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