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Word Watching: Field Notes
from an Amateur Philologist
(New edition)

By Julian Burnside

Scribe Publications. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND
NEW, Word Watching: Field Notes from an Amateur Philologist
(New edition), Julian Burnside, A bonzer discussion of the
strange pedigree of the naughty, nice, and, sometimes,
obscene English language. We live in a torrent of words - from
radio and television, books and newspapers, and now from the
Internet. But, as Julian Burnside reminds us in this witty and
erudite collection, words are a source of both pleasure and
power, and can be deployed for good or for ill. Some of these
essays explore curiosities in odd corners of the language
simply to remind us of the extraordinary richness of the
English language: we learn, for example, that the word
'pedigree' refers to the shape of a stork's foot, and that
'halcyon' recalls an early Greek love story. Other pieces use
small matters of language to illustrate larger processes of
cultural borrowing and change. Burnside's musings remind us
that we should not be alarmed at the instability of the
language; rather, we should see its wanton borrowings as a
source of strength and vitality. Wordwatching also reminds us
of the need to be aware of the misuse of language in the
service of...
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R eviews

The most e?ective ebook i at any time study. It can be writter in easy words and phrases and not di?icult to
understand. I am just pleased to let you know that this is the finest publication i have read within my individual lifestyle
and could be he finest publication for at any time.
-- Ta nia  Mosciski   

Simply no phrases to describe. It is amongst the most awesome pdf we have read through. Your life period will
probably be transform as soon as you complete looking over this publication.
-- Tor r a nce Skiles    
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