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Karzai will discuss a wide range of issues, including the war on terrorism, and bringing peace, security, and
prosperity to the Afghan people. President Karzai will also visit Chicago, Los Angeles, and Davis, California,
meeting with various ac-tors in the commercial, private, and agricultural sectors. This visit will demonstrate the
will of both nations, working together for a safer and more prosperous future. CONCLUSION Mr. Chairman,
President Dwight Eisenhower visited Afghanistan on December 9, 1959. After passing through the country,
President Eisenhower wrote in his memoir, f ew, if any, women were present. Much has changed now. Life for
women under the current government represents an improvement over the past, as they are re-ceiving literacy
training, vocational education, health-care programs, and increased opportunities in public and civic life. After
decades of war, instability, and insecu-rity, Afghans are now beginning to enjoy a more dynamic and open civic
life. While much has changed since President Eisenhowers assessment, his comment upon de-parting the
country does stand true: he considered the Afghans the most deter-mined lot he had ever encountered. Mr.
Chairman, we abandoned Afghanistan fifteen years ago. That was a tragic mistake for Afghans and for
Americans. The Afghan people are worried we will abandon them again. The enemies of democracy are hoping
we will. We must not. YDE Chairman H. Thank you, Ambassador. Ms. Long. STATEMENT OF MARY BETH LONG,
DEPUTY ASSISTANT SEC-RETARY FOR COUNTERNARCOTICS, U. S. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE Ms. L. Chairman
Hyde, Representative...
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