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understand them, it is not the religion of Jesus which they preach. They preach in favor of creeds and churches
and a clerical order of men. So mistaken are they, as still to believe that Jesus came to establish all these: -
whereas He came to send them all down stream. Blind are they still to the fact, that when His religion shall have
come to prevail over the whole earth, there will not one church creed be left; no, nor one clergyman; no, nor
one church in the present and popular sense of the word. A religious creed is proper. Every man should have
one. But a church creed is improper. Fifty or a hundred people in Peterboro or Caenovia, however much alike
in their views and spirit, should no more be required to adopt a common religious creed than to shorten or
stretch out their bodies to a common length. There is a sad misconception in regard to a church also. The
common idea is, that to make a church people must come together and organize, much as in the case of a
Mutual Insurance Company. This is the way a Sectarian church is made. But Jesus no more thought of
providing for a sectarian church than for a political party. In His eye the Christians of a place are the church of
the place: and this too whether they know it or not, will it or not. They are such by force of their character: and
votes can neither make nor unmake the fact. As to the clerical order. Many clergymen are...
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