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THE MEKONG RIVER: FROM SOURCE TO SEA FEATURING LAOS

Odyssey Publications,Hong Kong, Hong Kong, 2012. Sheet map, folded. Book Condition: New. 248 x 110 mm.
Language: N/A. Brand New Book. This title includes: regional map of mighty Mekong river from source to sea;
UNESCO World Heritage sites; French colonial Vientiane; exquisite Luang Prabang; Pak Ou Caves; Khone Pha
Pheng Falls; and, coEee-growing regions. Laos has been discovered. Pristine and exotic in a changing world
where other Asian cultures have been aEected by rapid development, Laos is still green. The rivers mostly run
free through sites well worth visiting, from the ancient Khmer temple of Vat Phou in the south to the former
royal capital of Luang Prabang in the north. But if you want to see the old Laos you have to move fast. Luang
Prabang, an exquisite little town on the banks of the life-giving Mekong, is a UNESCO World Heritage site and
the main Mecca for tourists. The town is home to some of the finest Buddhist temples anywhere. Charming old
colonial mansions are now hotels, trendy restaurants, or upscale boutiques. Al fresco restaurants serving spicy
Lao fare line the riverside. A night bazaar with dozens of stalls oEers high-quality woven silk scarves, silver
jewellery, and embroidered Hmong bedspreads, just a few of the popular wares available. Laos has a long, rich
tradition of silk weaving, and textiles are not just a best buy for tourists. They represent the most important
craGwork done in the country and in some ways define the Lao nation. Also on the Mekong, the capital
Vientiane still has the look of a French provincial town complete with tree-lined streets, fading colonial
buildings, and sidewalk cafes. Its trendy restaurants oEer fusion cuisine as a counterpoint to traditional fiery
Lao fare. The city s most prominent monument, Patuxai, closely resembles the pride of Paris,...
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