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Ken Everett, Australian manager Thinking about social networks one might first think about times long ago
when hierarchical structures were a target thing. In those days people were more related on each other. As
there has been no social solution in cases of illness or unemployment, for instance, the family was the only
solution to help one in such crises. Furthermore the people were living together in tribes , where all generations
came together, so the group-feeling was very strong. Nowadays people, especially in the Western cultures, try to
create a system of individuality and independence: children should be reared in a way that they are become
independent very early and more generations families living in same house together are hardly to find.But of
course there are still areas where networks play an important role. Looking in the internet, for instance, one
can find an immense number of networks and communities. Although individuality is quite important,
furthermore networks play a more and more important role in the business world, as researchers found out
that economy is a compact netting of social networks. (Krupp 1996: 290)But Nevertheless, the role of social
networks diHers between the cultures. In Japan, for instance, business networks have existed for hundreds of
years and play an essential role, while Western cultures have just started to discover their importance in
business. As the Japanese economy is playing an increasingly important role as a leader...
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