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indexed. Not illustrated. 1906 Excerpt: .be accorded the credit for either the introduction or the practical
perfection of methods, both for suprapubic and perineal operations, which have made these radical operations
comparatively safe and most satisfactory. If one may judge by the interest manifested at the meeting last year
of The International Society of Surgery, in Brussels, there was no topic which men discussed more actively nor
more interestedly than prostatectomy, while the three hundred surgeons present seemed equally divided in
opinion as to the respective merits of the two routes. It is not proposed to go into this question here, but simply
to record the fact that to-day there is scarcely a topic in surgery which evokes greater interest. It was the work
done by Otis upon the normal caliber of the urethra, which led to the perfection by Bigelow of his method of
litholapaxy, or evacuation by crushing in one sitting of vesical calculi. Until he introduced his large tubes for the
purpose, this had not been practicable, not at least in a large proportion of cases. Bigelow s methods have not
been improved upon within the past twenty-five years, thus constituting a notable exception to the work and
the procedures of most surgeons. If one may be permitted to refer to text-book work the number of books
published by American surgeons within the later decades, especially of the past century, is something more
than memorable--it has become almost appalling. These works are not alone text-books for the student,...
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