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The rise and progress of the new Scholastic Philosophy at the Catholic University of Louvain, in Belgium, during
the past twenty years, has attracted the attention of philosophers of every school and every shade of opinion.2
It marks an epoch in the history of Modern Philosophy, and it contains many important lessons for all who take
an interest in the progress of thought, especially among Catholics. In the following pages we shall aim at giving
a very brief sketch of the spirit that animates the work that is being done at Louvain in the department of
Philosophy, and at conveying some idea of the significance and influence of the new movement. We have been
already endeavouring to show how Scholastic Philosophy, subsequent to the rise of Cartesianism, became
divorced from the Natural Sciences, to the great detriment of both, and of the Catholic religion as well,3 and
how Leo XIll sought, with all the power of a great mind, to repair the damage done, or at least 1 Reprinted, with
some minor alterations and omissions, from the Irish Ecclesiastical Record, May and June, 1905. 2 Cf. L Institut
Superieur de Philosophie d L Universiti Catholique de Louvain (1890-1904), by Rev. A. Pelzer, D.Ph. (30 pp.;
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