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edition. Excerpt: .to this passion. It has been seen that among
his contemporaries and fellow-countrymen there were some
who showed signs of the coming romantic movement; but he
was the first in the English language who powerfully and
decisively expressed it. And this must be set down as his signal
merit. Far from being a mere translator, he was peculiarly
original Not that Macpherson created 1Macpherson borrows,
or, if the word is preferred, steals freely. It is the general spirit
that is referred to as original. the spirit of romance. Three
years after Fingal, Percy s Religues appeared; and Chatterton s
work and life were both finished within eight years of the
publication of the Highland epic. These three rank as
contemporaneous and independent pioneers. To them
principally we owe the romantic revival. It does not follow that
Macpherson was a man of great genius. On...
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