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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1899 edition. Excerpt: . Springfield Speech June 16, 1858 Speech delivered at
Springfield, lllinois, at the close of the Republican State Convention by which Mr. Lincoln had been named as
their candidate for United States Senator. [The opening paragraph of this speech was prepared with the most
extreme care, and probably did more to influence Lincoln s political future than anything he ever wrote. His
best friends thought it impolitic to utter the sentiment that the government cannot endure permanently half
slave and half free. For the immediate purpose of that campaign they were right, for this paragraph, in the
opinion of many good judges, was the cause of Lincoln s defeat by Douglas. But the constant discussion of
those sentences in the great series of joint debates with Douglas during the summer and autumn brought
Lincoln s views before the whole country, and was an important element in his selection as the Republican
candidate for the Presidency in 1860. The entire speech, read in the light of subsequent history, affords
remarkable evidence not only of Lincoln s shrewdness as a party leader, but of his political wisdom in the
highest sense.] Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Convention: If we could first know where we are, and whither
we are tending, we could better judge what to do, and how to do it. We are now far into the fifth year since a
policy was initiated with the avowed object and confident promise of putting an...
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